


R&D funding as a 
share of GDP

Private sector R&D
expenditure as a share of GDP

Objective Indicator Baseline level
2019-2020

Target level 
2035

Nominal labour
productivity compared
to the EU 27 average

Ranking in the European
Innovation Scoreboard

Number of researchers
and engineers in the
business and non-profit
private sectors

Percentage of Estonian
articles among the top
10% of cited scientific
articles around the
world

Export of goods 
and services

Estonia’s position in the
Doing Business index

Business investment in
intangible fixed assets
as a share of GDP

Volume of R&D
contracts per member 
of academic staff in 
positively evaluated 
research and development 
institutions

GDP per capita
generated outside Harju
County of the EU 27
average

%

%

Unit

%

Ranking in
scoring group

Arv 1000 
elaniku kohta

%

% 
(mln/mld)

Volume in 
EUR

Position in 
the

ranking

Billion 
euros

%

Strong
innovator

1.47

8.4

18

19

41

2.7 
(760 M)

26,730

6 
(3.2 BN)

Estonia in
TOP 5

50,000

78.7 110

Innovation
leader

0.86

4.53

12.5

43

59

2

0.75 ≥1
R&D intensity indicator 
reflecting the importance
of R&D for the country

Private sector R&D
intensity indicator

Details

Average economic value added 
per employee as a measure of
economic growth

Number of people outside the
higher education sector with
knowledge and skills conducive 
to knowledge uptake

High level of research,
international competitiveness,
academic impact of research

Assessment of the 
competitiveness of the Estonian
business environment

Investments favouring the
application of knowledge

Research impact, R&D 
cooperation with the private 
sector, competitiveness in
international R&D activities

Assessment of the international
competitiveness of the Estonian
enterprises

Regional dimension

Innovation system
performance indicator

GENERAL OBJECTIVE:
To enhance the 
wellbeing of Estonian
society and the
productivity of the
economy by offering
competitive and
sustainable solutions 
to the development 
needs of Estonia and 
the world 

KNOWLEDGE
TRANSFER:
Estonia’s develop-
ment relies on know- 
ledgebased and 
innovative solutions.

RESEARCH SYSTEM:
Research in Estonia 
is high-level, effective 
and diverse

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT:
Estonia’s business environment is
conducive to the entrepreneurial 
spirit and to the emergence
and growth of knowledge-intensive
enterprises, the creation and export 
of higher value-added products
and services, and investments in all
regions of Estonia

Strategy’s indicators


